
Faith Formation Commission Meeting Minutes: February 9, 2023 @ 5:30PM in the Youth Center

Agenda Item Discussion Next Steps
Call to order and opening
prayer

Offered by Mark

Previous meeting minutes Reviewed and approved

Reports Parish Council Report
● The Pastoral Council did not meet in January and the next meeting of the

Pastoral Council is February 21st at 6:30.
● Mark suggested to Laura Schaefer, the Council president, that she encourage

Council members and their families to encourage members to attend the Fat
Tuesday Pancake fundraiser before the Council meeting.

Adult Faith Formation
Baptism Class

● The next baptism class is March 20th, and then final class on May 15th, 2023.
● Next year classes will be scheduled by the class in March.

Catholic Faith For Adults (CFFA)
● CFFA started in January - 11 people interested, 9 showed up. It is for all those

who are interested in the Catholic faith.  Non-Catholics and Catholics may
attend.  Those wishing to join the church may do so at the Easter Vigil April 8th.
The classes start after the 9:30 Mass and go to Noon.  Dates for the classes
are:



February 12 & 26
March 5 & 26
April 2
April 8 - Wrap, rehearsal, and retreat.  Easter Vigil.

● Anyone interested may contact Al Weber.

Bible Study
● What We Believe, The Beauty of the Catholic Faith. Will be offered again after

Easter at a time in the evening.
● No Greater Love Bible Study will be offered during Lent.

○ Dates are 2/28, 3/7, 3/14, 3/21, 3/28
○ The class will start at 6:30PM

2023 Archdiocese of Dubuque Women’s Conference
● Was held January 28
● 21 women signed up, 15 made it through the snowstorm to attend at St. Pat’s,

4 attended virtually
● Event seemed well-received by attendees

Men’s Conference
● Coming up on March 25th at Mt. Mercy
● Dr. Edward Sri is a speaker

Dana Catherine Event
● Dana Catherine bio:

Dana Catherine is a nationally known Catholic singer-songwriter, speaker, and
emcee hailing from Nashville, TN. Known for her soulful voice, captivating
melodies, and authentic and joyful witness to the goodness of God, she hopes
to inspire each soul she encounters to dive deeper into trust and surrender to
the Lord. Her most popular singles, “Surrender Song” and “Maybe,” blend a
catchy contemporary pop sound with meaningful and relatable lyrics. You can
find her songs wherever music is sold, and keep up with her speaking and
show schedule at DanaCatherineMusic.com.

● St. Pat’s has joined with Waterloo Faith Formation, St. Mary’s Waverly and St.
Stephen the Witness to help sponsor this event for Young Adults. It will be



held March 24 th most likely at Single Speed in Waterloo. Al will add more
information as it is known.

Children and Youth Formation:

CGS

● CGS parent report- so far 52 responses from families of 83 CGS families
○ Potential of 52 children as returning
○ Will provide a better breakdown at the meeting.

● Sacramental preparation needs, updates, and presentations discussion is
ongoing - meeting next Sunday, Feb. 19

● 1 more session for L1 training and then 8 fully Level 1 trained catechists,
including Father Ivan!

● Rosie reached out to Mary Heinrich about L2 training. Not looking hopeful,
but perhaps St. Pat’s can participate in Rock Islands, IL Level 2 training this
summer with Hope Johnson.

● Still waiting to hear back from Donna Turner on a Level 3 training here.
● Hosting a training here is difficult because Formation Leaders are hard to

come by in L2 & L3, they don’t want to travel, or availability (especially this
year) is difficult.

○ We’ll have to widen our options and be flexible.

2-5th

● Nothing to report

1st Reconciliation/Communion
● Nothing to report

6-12

● Middle School RE- gained two college students after attending and speaking at
Prime-Time last week.

○ Parents are also rotating and covering weekly.
● High school-nothing to report



Youth Ministry
● NCYC 2023 - November 16-19, 2023

○ 9 youth have registered and plan to attend through St. Pat’s.
Registration is closed - anyone else interested can contact Rosie to see
if any arrangements can be made.

○ 2 St. Pat’s chaperones
○ 1 parent chaperone
○ 1 YM expected to attend
○ Fundraising is taking place- Spaghetti Dinner this Saturday and
○ Pancake Breakfast on Tuesday, Feb. 21

■ Will likely do a Car Wash in June &amp; maybe something else
in June

● Iowa Catholic Youth Conference (ICYC) registration is open for 6-8 th grades to
attend the Sunday, March 26 conference at Mt. Mercy University

○ No one is currently registered.
● Ongoing social activities - nothing currently planned.

Confirmation
● 30 candidates registered - October 22, 2023 at 2PM
● 1 st session begins this Sunday.

All
● Budget was presented and approved.

Old business R.E. Openings Search Committee
(Bart Schmidt, Diane Flaherty, Mark, Regena & Father)

● CGS candidate resumé
● Youth Ministry search update

Parish Website/Faith Formation content
● Add the RE calendar on the main Faith Formation webpage

CGS Strategic Planning/Rosie’s document
● The strategic plan will be a good collaborative project for Rosie and new CGS

coordinator.
New business General discussion/questions



Next meeting 2023 Dates: 5:30-7:00 in the Youth Center
● March 9
● April 13
● May 11

Present for the meeting:
X Mark Hannasch, Chair (2023, 3rd term) mhannasch@cfu.net 319-277-1314, elected
X Jill Blanshan, Secretary (2022, 1st term) jill.blanshan@gmail.com 319-415-3151, elected
X Lacey Bjorseth  (2023, 2nd term) laceybjorseth@gmail.com 319-830-0588, elected

Michelle DeGabriele  (2022, 1st term) michelle.degabriele@cfschools.org 319-239-4002, elected
Mike Hansel (2024, 1st term) thehansels@cfu.net 319-404-5191
Gregg Marten  (2022, 1st term) marten365@hotmail.com                    Appointed
Zach Shaver (2024, 1st term) zjshaver@gmail.com 630-200-8699

X Rosie Guerrero (staff) rguerrero@saintpatrickcf.org 319-266-3523, Staff
X Al Weber (Deacon) larebew@cfu.net 319-240-7224, Appointed
X Fr. Ivan Nienhaus inienhaus@saintpatrickcf.org 319-266-3523, Pastor

Regena Huffman rhuffman@saintpatrickcf.org


